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Texas Government Exam
Chapter 1: Describe in your answer the role of the political culture in shaping Texas today
	Texas’s political culture is defined by both individualistic and traditionalistic culture. The individualistic culture refers to the function of the government to serve the needs of individual people and organizations. This political culture is characterized by corruption and favoritism. In the traditionalist culture, according to Daniel Elazar’s definition, the government is viewed as a hierarchical institution charged with protecting the elite-centered status quo. These two cultures have defined Texas’ political culture for centuries and it is expected to continue influencing society today.
Today, Texas is experiencing a change in demographics, with many people coming in from the rest of the country. However, the majority of the people attracted to Texas are business corporations because of the conservative political culture, which seeks to protect the elite-centered interests. The economic fortunes form the key component of what makes Texas unique. Combined with the individualistic culture that focuses on addressing issues that matter to individual people or groups, more corporations and big companies are expected to find Texas their base because it is in line with their ambitions to make profits (Mora, 2019). However, the impact of this is that political class does not compete on the basis of ideas, but rather they compete against each other political parties.
Chapter 2: Does the supremacy clause make the reserved powers irrelevant? Why or why not?
The Supremacy Clause of the U.S. Constitution state that laws passed by the federal government is supreme over all the state laws. The reserved powers are those that are set aside for the states. These powers, unlike the delegated powers, are not listed in the constitution, but rather they are guaranteed under the 10th Amendment. The 10th Amendment states that the powers not delegated to the U.S. Constitution, not prohibited to the states, are, therefore, reserved to the States respectively. Some of these reserved powers include trade regulations within the state, establishing a local government, and even conducting elections.
However, the supremacy clause seems to make these reserved powers irrelevant because it gives the federal government the way to overrule the decisions and laws that the states have made. The result of this discrepancy can be seen in the judiciary where the Supreme Court can declare a state law unconstitutional (Mora, 2019). A good example in Texas is the Lawrence v. Texas case in which the Supreme Court ruled that Texas law criminalizing certain intimate sexual conduct between two consenting adults was unconstitutional, which invalidated most of the sodomy laws.
Chapter 3: What are the major arguments against the imposition of term limits on members of a state legislature? Do you agree or disagree with term limits? Why?
Opponents of the term limits on members of the state legislature have argued that the term limitation:
1. Would take away power from voters. They believe that barring legislators from vying for the position after they complete their terms would deny the people the opportunity to exercise their suffrage rights. The fundamental principle of America’s democracy and even at the state levels is that voters get the chance to choose the representatives that want. Therefore, limiting a legislator’s term is restricting voter choices. However, I don’t agree with this argument because one person cannot be the only viable candidate for the position. There are other people who have the potential to become leaders. In a diverse society like Texas, setting term limits will enhance equal representation.
2. Severely reduces congressional capacity. Opponents believe that policymaking is a profession. As such, lawmakers or legislators are tasked with creating solutions to pressing societal problems. Limiting the term of service for legislators would undermine the intended effects of legislation (Mora, 2019).Also, I don’t agree with this argument because even those new lawmakers, who opponents refer to as inexperienced, can still get assistance (if they need it) from experienced legislators when they are outside.
Chapter 4: What led to the creation of the Legislative Budget Board?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Legislative Budget Board (LBB) was created in 1949 with the main goal of recommending legislative appropriations for all agencies of state government. This board is comprised of the lieutenant governor, the speaker of the house, and the chairs of the senate committee on Finance, State Affairs, and Appropriations. The creation of this board was informed by two main factors. One, the higher state government expenditures after the end of the Second World War. And secondly, as an implementation of the recommendation from the State Auditor’s office who recommended the creation of a legislative committee to promote continuous review of state spending. Before the establishment of the LBB, budgeting was given to the Board of Control (Mora, 2019).The Board of Control was the purchasing agent for the State government. However, this agent lacked the authority to deny requisitions or make periodic adjustments in the budgetary expenditures for the state agencies. Therefore, LBB was created as the legislative agency that can fulfill the mandates that the previous system could not fulfill. Today, LBB is actively involved in developing the state fiscal policy and other legal responsibilities including adopting the constitutional spending limit and preparing the general appropriations bill.
Chapter 5: What are the two most important duties of the secretary of state? Which do you see as the most important and why?
The Secretary of State office was created by Article IV, sections 1 and 21 of the Texas Constitution of 1876. The office started as a state office in the previous constitution of 1845. The state secretary is appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Senate to serve on a four-year term. The two main responsibilities of the secretary of state include: attest the governor’s signature and affix the state seal to proclamations, commissions to the office, and other official documents. I think that the second duty, which involves affixing the state seal to proclamations and other official documents, is the most important. As the secretary of state, he or she is responsible for keeping all the important documents including tax records, laws, and roster of the elective and appointed officials (Mora, 2019). Therefore, accountability of the state depends on this office’s ability to accurately and correctly tabulate data as well as keep clean records. The auditor’s office can rely on this office to find out how the state has utilized its resources as well as note any misappropriations through the records that are supplied through this office. Therefore, it is very important to ensure that the person taking this office has the highest level of integrity.  
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